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Welcome and Greeting                                                               Dr. William Cato 
 
 
Opening Prayer 
Welcoming God, you receive and bless all who come to you.  We welcome you into this place, into our hearts, and into this time 

of our worship.  Open our eyes to recognize your divine presence and enliven our souls by your grace.  Help us to receive you 
and one another in the same spirit of grace with which you have accepted us; in Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.  

 
Hymn      How Firm a Foundation                                               UMH 529 

 
1.  How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,  
         is laid for your faith in his excellent word!        
         What more can he say than to you hath said,  
         to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled. 
 
2.    “Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,  
         for I am thy God and will still give thee aid; 
         I’ll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to stand 
         uphelp by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 
our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. And will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

 
Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
 

 



Scripture                                         Luke 14:1, 12-24  
Now it happened, as He went into the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees to eat bread on the Sabbath, that 
they watched Him closely. Then He also said to him who invited Him, “When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask 
your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid. But 
when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot 
repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” Now when one of those who sat at the table with 
Him heard these things, he said to Him, “Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!” Then He said to 
him, “A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who 
were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to 
him, ‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I 
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me excused.’ Still another said, ‘I have 
married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. ’So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the 
master of the house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in 
here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.’ And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you 
commanded, and still there is room.’ Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and 
compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall 
taste my supper.’ ”  
 
Sermon                      “Plenty Good Room”                              Dr. William Cato 
 
Hymn     Blest Be the Tie That Binds                                    UMH 557 

1.   Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;  
       the fellowship of kindred minds is like that above  
 
2. Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers; 
       Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 
 
3. We share each other’s woes, our mutual burdens bear; 
        And often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Hymn       Here I Am, Lord                                     UMH 593 

1.    I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.   
       I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.  
       All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.  Who will bear my light to them? (Refrain) 
 
Refrain  
Whom shall I send? Here I am , Lord. 
Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night .  
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.  
I will hold your people in my heart.  
 
2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 
       I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
       I have wept for love of them. They turn away. I will speak my word to them. (Refrain) 
 
Benediction  
 


